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SDAG Schedule 

Environmental Painters Schedule 

Member News Page 

New Member Welcome 

Volunteers Needed 

After Hours Display at OTG2 

From Our Gallery Manager 

November Show Honorees 

Shrink Wrap Anyone? 

Artist Outreach Grant 

SDAG History 

 

Happy Holidays  
 
I've always found that this is a particularily 
wonderful time of year to express gratitude for all 
the good fortune that has been bestowed upon 
us.  This year, I am grateful to be a member of 
such a dynamic and talented organization like 
SDAG.  Thanks to all of you for making this such 
a great group of which to be a part.   
 
Even when it is not the best of times, it really is 
the best of times.  Please enjoy this happy time 
of year and take time to count your blessings.   
 
Deborah Van Huis 
Newsletter Chairperson 
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From Our President 

From the Flower Fields 
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December  
Tuesday, December 1, 9:30-noon, Small 
Image Show take in 
Wednesday, December 2- January 4, Small 
Image Show 
Thursday, December 3, 11am-3pm, SDAG 
Holiday Party/Gift Exchange at San Diego 
Botanic Garden (formerly Quail Gardens)  
Tuesday, December 8, Jurying Committee 
meeting, 11am-3pm 
Saturday, December 12, 5-8pm, Small Image 
Show Reception at OTG1 
Monday, December 28, 9:30-noon, SDAG 
Board meeting at 160 Calle Magdalena 
 
January  
Monday, January 4, Small Image Show pick 
up, 5-8pm 
Tuesday, January 5, Small Image Show pick 
up, 9:30-noon 
Wednesday, January 6, Calle Magdalena 
Gallery take in and pick up, 10-noon 
Tuesday, January 12, Jurying Committee 
meeting, 11am-3pm 
Tuesday, January 12, Art from the Heart Pick 
up at North County Oncology, 9:30-10:30am 
Monday, January 25, 9:30-noon, SDAG Board 
of Directors meeting, 160 Calle Magdalena 
 
February  
Thursday, February 4, Art Demonstration, 
1:30-3:30 pm 
Tuesday, February 9, Jurying Committee 
meeting, 11am-3pm 
Friday, February 12, Featured Artists 
Reception, 5-8 pm 
Monday, February 22, 9:30 -noon, SDAG 
Board meeting at 160 Calle Magdalena 

 
��
��	����������������� �

The following are the awards given for the 
November Show at the Off Track 1 Gallery: 
  

Best of Show 
Cheryl Ehlers, Countryside 

  
Watercolor 
1st - Harriet Shoup, Catnap 
2nd - Miki Oden, Powerhouse Park 
  
Acrylic 
1st - Cheryl Ehlers, Smokin' Ivory 
2nd - Danny Salgado, Untitled 
  
Oil 
1st - Linda Phillips, My Blue Hat 
2nd - Mary Beck, Dana Pt. Surf 
3rd - Rita Shulak, Montage - Laguna 
Honorable Mention  - Linda Phillips, Jordan 
  
Other 
1st - Judy Briggs, Coastal Mist, MM 
2nd - Joan Grine, View of the Lodge, Pastel 
3rd - Tia Ballantine, Lost in Transition, MM 
 

 
 

Shown in the picture above, from left-to-right, 
First Place Winner, Judy Briggs with her mixed 
media painting titled, "Coastal Mist" and First 

Place Winner, Linda Phillips with her oil painting, 
titled: "My Blue Hat." 
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 Each SDAG member may show 2 large (over 
12" in the longest dimension but no larger than 
the largest bin) and 5 small (under 12" in the 
longest dimension) shrink-wrapped pieces in art 
bins.  One of your pieces may be placed in the 
portable bins that are placed outside the front 
door each day.  All bin art must be original or 
limited edition prints.   
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Dec 1 and 8 - San Elijo Lagoon, south side, 
meet at north end of Rios, Solana Beach. 
 
Jan 5 and 12 - Carlsbad coast north of Island 
way, at the parking lot there along the road. 
 
Jan. 19 and 26 - Park at the Old Grand Ave. 
bridge, on San Dieguito Road, off Jimmy 
Durante, across from the Fair Grounds. 
 
Call Joan Grine 858-481-8783 for more 
information or directions. 
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Now on the SDAG Website  
  
Please check the new Member News Page on 
the website.  It's under membership on the top 
menu.  It includes news and opportunities for 
members. Right now there is information on a 
juried show in Temecula and the spring 
Flower Fields show.  Also, about the Artist 
Outreach Project Grant - five Encinitas artists 
were accepted for this in 2009, including 
Cheryl Ehlers and Bruce Stewart. 
  
Please send information about where you are 
showing your work or any awards you may 
have received to Mary Beck Higgins.  It gives 
you recognition as well as promoting the guild. 
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Regi Member News Pages 
 

www.offtrackgallery.com ted Topics 
More On Us 
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Congratulations to Chuck McPherson, A. J. 
Dieffenbach and Cheryl Ehlers all sold high-
end paintings in November at Off Track 
Gallery 1.  Congratulations to all our member 
artists for achieving terrific sales in 2009.   
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Bin art should have a backing made from either 
backing board or mat board cut carefully to fit the 
size of the work.  Total thickness of the package 
must not exceed 1/4".  Please -- no ragged 
edges or thick backing or foam core because it 
takes up too much room in the bins.   
 
The pieces must be enclosed in crystal clear 
envelopes with artist's name, title and price of  
clearly readable and in a place that can be seen 
from the outside of the envelope.  All art in shrink 
wrap must be clearly marked Original or Print.  
Each piece of bin art must be listed in the Bin Art 
Directory under the artist's name with the title, 
price and date placed in the bin.   
 
At Off Track 1, 10% commission is charged on 
sales of shrink-wrap pieces. At Off Track 2, 
commission is 20% on shrink-wrap pieces.  
There are no other charges. 
 
 

�������+�������������� �

The Kenneth A. Picerne Foundation will begin 
accepting Artist Outreach Project Grant 
applications beginning January 4, 2010 . This 
grant supports accomplished visual, literary and 
performing artists, 55 years of age or older, who 
are motivated to give back to their community. 
The Foundation will award twenty artists $12,000 
to provide educational, mentoring or therapeutic 
art experiences of their own design to 
underserved people who lack opportunities to 
engage in meaningful arts programs.  
  
To be eligible, artists must be 55 years of age or 
older and live in North San Diego County or 
Orange County. The application deadline is 
March 30, 2010 . Artists are asked to collaborate 
with nonprofit organizations of their choice in 
order to access the people they wish to serve. 
The Foundation expects artists awarded the 
grant will provide an average of six to eight direct 
contact hours a week for one year.  
 
In the recent past, SDAG members Bruce 
Stewart, Yanina Cambereri and Cheryl Ehlers 
have all received funding for their programs from 
Picerne Foundation.  Bruce says, "This is an 
outstanding project that supports seniors 
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Marci Ando, greeting cards 
Julie Bubar, knit scarves 
Mary Crawford, w/c, pastel & oils 
Tim Fisher, photography 
Ann Keefer, w/c & other 
Nancy Lee, c ollage & mixed media 
Linda Melvin, w/c, oil, mm & jewelry 
Linda Moore, mixed media 
Elizabeth "Prakash" Parker, rock art, oil, 
acrylic, w/c 
Susan Schwarz, w/c 
Libbi Shorts, fused glass 
Slocum Family, acrylic, w/c, jewelry, gourds 
 
We look forward to getting to know you 
and your art.   
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Is one of your resolutions this year that you'd 
like to participate more of volunteer with the 
Guild and Gallery?  Grace Swanson, head of 
SDAG's public relations' efforts needs help.   
 
A volunteer is needed to generate mailing 
labels for the Guild's promotional postcards 
about once a month from an existing Excel 
file. After printing the labels, they then need to 
be adhered to approximately 1000 post 
cards.   
 
Another volunteer is needed to take the 
addressed postcards to the Bulk Mail section 
of the Encinitas Post Office approximately 
once a month. This person will need a short 
training session on bulk mailing procedures 
which can be arranged at their convenience. 
 
I speak from my own experience when I tell 
you that this is an easy and fun way to get 
involved in the Guild.  (And it's virtually 
painless.)  I started my volunteer efforts 
working with Grace on sending out press 
releases.   
 
If you're interested in volunteering or finding 
out more about these opportunities, please 

(anyone 55 and older) in providing art activities 
for under-served audiences (can be seniors, 
disabled, poor, homeless, etc.).  It's allowed me 
to get paid to do something that would be worthy 
of volunteering for even if I didn't need to scrape 
mortgage payments together. The grant process 
is fairly easy, and the director of the foundation is 
happy to work with individuals interested in 
submitting."   
  
Detailed information can be obtained on the  at 
www.picernefoundation.org, or by contacting 
Victor Nelson, Executive Director at 949-267-
1517, or by email at 
vnelson@picernefoundation.org. 
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This time of year we all have 
a list of those we need to buy 
or make gifts for.  Consider 
supporting your fellow artists 
by shopping at the Off Track 
Gallery this year.  Please use 
the 10% off coupon located at 
the bottom of this Paint Rag 
while shopping at Off Track 
Gallery 1. 
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1985. Joan 
Grine in the 
doorway of 
1038-B N. 
Highway 101, 
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contact Grace Swanson at 
swanson121@cox.net. 
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Have you seen the after-hours display at 
OTG2?  A monitor with a built in DVD player 
was installed in the front window, very near 
the gallery door.   
  
For only $1 per photo  SDAG members may 
send in as many photos as they wish to be 
displayed on the monitor. This amount will go 
up to $2 per photo at the beginning of 2010 so 
send in your photos now.  
  
The artists' name, contact phone number, 
website, etc. will be shown at the bottom of 
each photo if they provide that info. 
Payment is for a 6 month rotation (until May 
2010).  
 
Horizontal images work best. If the image 
does not fill the screen, a black background 
will be added.  The DVD will be put on "loop" 
so that all the images will cycle through.  
 
The "loop" will also include up-coming SDAG 
events and directions to the Gallery One.   
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You may have been wondering how you 
would go about getting your art displayed on 
the walls and floor of our galleries.  Possibly 

Leucadia from 1985 
 
 
For the amazing stretch of 18 and a half years -- 
from March 1975 to September 1993 -- SDAG 
had a "permanent" home. 
 
Next time you drive by the Corner Frame Shop 
at 1038 North Highway 101 in Leucadia stop and 
take a look at the building directly behind (to the 
West). That is where the Guild was housed. I am 
told that the building was "like a rabbit's warren" -
- it just kept going and going. In the large parking 
area the Guild held many Starving Artist Sales, 
Art Marts, Paint-outs and Rummage Sales.  
 
Membership was on average 115 to 120 during 
those years. During this time, San Dieguito Art 
Guild was a separate entity from the Offtrack 
[one word] Gallery which was downstairs in the 
Pannikin old train station building. The two 
groups merged in September of 1994 when 
Patricia Watkins was president. 
 
 

This photo is 
from an 
SDAG event 
in 1977. 
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Dear Colleagues, 
  
I hope your Thanksgiving holiday was enjoyable, 
and look forward to seeing you at our Holiday 
Potluck at Quail Gardens on Dec. 3. There's 
much to be thankful for in relation to SDAG as 
we approach the end of the year. Our space for 
exhibiting monthly show entries has been 
significantly improved just in time for take in for 
the annual Small Image Show, thanks primarily 
to Gallery Manager, Dave Ombrello, his wife, 
Mo, and Past-President, Patricia Elder.  Our 
membership is growing steadily and we've been 
fortunate to be able to retain our Off Track 2 
presence in the Lumber Yard through the 
holidays. It's been gratifying to hear from visitors 
at both Off Track 1 and 2 that they were referred 
from our "other" gallery. Whenever you sit, 
simply informing visitors that we have another 
gallery nearby is an excellent way to increase 
our exposure, and a service appreciated by our 
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what you didn't know was that we have a jury 
which reviews prospective gallery renters.   
 
Our galleries are divided into sections which 
are rented on a monthly basis to our 
members.  Gallery space rent is paid 
bimonthly and a deposit is collected from the 
renters when they sign the contract.  But 
before you can rent gallery space you must be 
juried in by our jury committee.   
 
The jury committee meets once a month to 
review the artwork of prospective gallery 
renters.  The next jury committee meeting 
date is December 8, 2009, 11am - 3pm .  If 
you would like to be a wall renter or a floor 
renter you must be juried in by the Jury 
Committee.  
 
 I will briefly explain the process: 
1.       You bring a representative sample of 
your artwork to the location specified between 
the hours of 11am and 11:30am. Late artists 
will not be eligible for this jury cycle and will 
have to wait until the next cycle. 
2.       Leave your work for the jury committee 
to review and evaluate. 
3.       Return to pick up your artwork between 
3pm and 3:30pm.   
4.       The jury committee will notify you once 
they have reached a decision. 
 
The location of the jury committee meeting as 
well as answers to any questions that I 
receive as a result of this announcement will 
be communicated by eblast and will also be 
posted in the galleries.  The next two 
scheduled jury committee meetings after 
December 8, 2009 will be January 12, 2010 
and February 9, 2010.   
 
If you have any questions, please contact me, 
Dave Ombrello.  You can email me at 
italifin@roadrunner.com  or call me at 760- 
822-2026.   

---- Dave Ombrello 
     Gallery Manager 
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19th Annual National 
Show  
  
 The Artist's Association of Northern  
Colorado is having its 19th annual show from 
April 5 - May 7, 2010.  Applications for the 

patrons.  
  
Thanks to all who took the time to help the board 
with strategic planning by filling out a  feedback 
questionnaire. Your ongoing input is important as 
we proceed with the strategic planning process. 
Additional concerns and ideas can be submitted 
in the suggestion box at the front door in OTG 1. 
  
Happy Holidays! 
  
Bruce Stewart 
SDAG President 
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Dear Artists and Crafters: 
  
We would like to invite you to share your art and 
crafts at The Flower Fields® with our many 
visitors.  The Flower Fields® goal is to constantly 
strive to enhance art and craft appreciation 
through Original paintings, visual arts, sculpture, 
pottery, photography and mixed media.  To 
reach this goal we invite you to participate in our 
Arts and Crafts shows on April 10th - 11th and 
17th - 18th, 2010.   We expect attendance of 
8,000 at each of these weekends as it should be 
prime color at The Flower Fields®.    
 
I hope you will consider this opportunity to join 
your fellow artists and crafters in working 
together to give our visitors the best art that 
Southern California has to offer!  If you have any 
questions, please give me a call at (760) 930-
9123 ext. 118. 
 
Check out our website's member news page for 
more information.   

Have a wonderful and safe holiday season.  
Please remember if you have anything for the 
Paint Rag, please contact me at 
dvanhuis@yahoo.com 
  

Happy New Year,   
  
Deborah Van Huis  
Newsletter Chair 
San Dieguito Art Guild 
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show will be accepted from December 1, 2009 
to February 4, 2010.  For more information, 
please visit www.artistsassoc.org or send an 
email to Info@artistsassoc.org . 
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