


Cynthia Brenneman
“It amazes me how 
many people assume 
artistic talent is strictly 
inherited and not a result 
of hours of practice. 
While the images I select 
to paint come from the 
heart, the skill is learned 
with lots of practice, 
patience and love of the 
experience.”

1996 - 1997
This Historical Art Photo Album is the property of the San Dieguito Art Guild - Off Track 
Gallery, 510 N. Hwy. 101, Encinitas, Ca., 760-942-3636,  and is dedicated to the current mem-
bership of 160 Artists. A special commendation is extended to our outgoing President, Cyndy 
Brenneman.  Loretta Phoenix SDAG Historian - Photographer - with special thanks to members 
who so thoughtfully gave info and pictures!
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Cover Artist, Cynthia Amon Brenneman

Watercolor Artist Cynthia Amon Brenneman has been 
involved with some form of art since she was a child. 
Raised in Southern California, she holds a BA in Fine Art 
from Rider University in Lawrenceville, NJ. A career in 
the arts was delayed by 20 years for a career in the navy. 
As a Navy Line Officer she lived in Florida, Europe, Vir-
ginia and California.

In July 1996 she attended the Royal College Of Art in 
London studying painting and contemporary British art-
ists. The results of this have been to continue to challenge 
herself to become a better artist. Painting landscapes and 
figures and more abstract work are now included in her 
repertoire.

As a free-lance greeting card artist, her watercolors 
have been published by Renaissance Greeting Cards of 
Maine and NRN Design of Huntington Beach. A line of 
boxed NRN greeting cards featuring her Victorian de-
signs is sold throughout the United States. Information 
on the sale of these cards can be obtained from NRN. 
Cyndy’s originals may be seen at the Offtrack Gallery, 
co-located with the Pannikin Coffee and Tea House in 
historical Encinitas Train Station, open 9-5 daily, 510 N. 
Hwy 101, Encinitas, Ca 92024 (619/942/3636). She will 
be the featured artist at the Gallery in June. Cyndy also 
invites you to call her studio to see her art which ranges 
in size from 3” to 48”. Her studio will be open to the 
public on May 11 as part of the Guild and Garden Tour 
sponsored by the Quail Botanical Gardens and the San 
Dieguito Art Guild. Cyndy has been the President of the 
Guild for the past year and a half and is also active in the 
San Diego Watercolor society. A prolific artist, she paints 
daily and completes four to five new works monthly.

From February Paint Rag 1995

Cynthia Amon Brenneman, Artist-of-the-Month

Since childhood our First Vice President and very creative artist has been 
involved with and interested in art. A graduate of Fallbrook High, Palomar 
College, and Rider University (N.J.). Cyndy drifted away from the world 
of art and spent twenty years in the U. S. Navy travelling to other parts of 
the States and to Europe as well. Once on land again, Cyndy pulled in the 
oars and got right back into the art world with workshops and classes and 
now produces those wonderful paintings depicting her “special places.” 
In her unique, almost pixilated style, she enjoys capturing with paper and 
watercolors what others envision. Cydny has her own line of greeting cards 
and is the author and Illustrator of a children’s book. Although Cyndy will 
not be having a reception, her show is one you will not want to miss. Local 
scenes and, perhaps, in keeping with our “Thinks We Love” theme, there 
will be some paintings of things that Cyndy loves.
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STUDIO TIME
Artist Patricia Watkins paints in the lavish studio in her 
Rancho Santa Fe adobe, surrounded by a half-acre of gar-
dens.

Art in Bloom’

And Rancho Santa Fe artist Patricia Watkins meanders 
among the lilies, roses and blooming native plants in her 
eclectic garden in search of subjects to paint.

“My garden is a reference for my paintings,” says Wat-
kins.

In celebration of the symbiotic relationship of art and 
nature, Watkins has organized a Mother’s Day Artists’ Stu-
dio and Garden Tour under the auspices of the San Dieguito 
Art Guild and Quail Botanical Gardens. Nine artists’ stu-
dios and gardens will be showcased during the first-time 
event next weekend.

“It’s a rare opportunity to meet artist in their home 
environments, see how they live and work and get to know 
them.” Watkins said. “Plus, it’s a nice way to spend the day 
with your mother.”

The event begins with a self-guided tour of Quail Bo-
tanical Gardens on Saturday, May 10, and continues next 
Sunday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. when the North county artists 
welcome visitors to their home studios and gardens in Del 
Mar, Rancho Santa Fe, Solana Beach and Encinitas.

Proceeds from the tour benefit Quail and the Art Guild.

Landscape palette

Watercolorist Patricia Watkins has always loved flowers and ado-
bes. So it’s no surprise to find her painting and teaching art classes 
in a modern adobe mansion in Rancho Santa Fe. Watkins has but 
to stroll through her half-acre garden to find suitable subjects for 
paintings.

Iris, Icelandic poppies, pink primroses, calla lilies and voluptuous 
magnolia blossoms are just a few of the garden subjects that have 
inspired her paintings.

Watkins’ garden is eclectic, featuring indigenous California shrubs 
and flowers that cascade down banks to a row of fruit trees, a 
succulent garden and a rose garden with more than 20 varieties of 
roses, including tea roses, old roses and floirbundas.

 
I approach my landscaping like a palette,” Watkins said. “My 
garden has plants and flowers in the hues I like to paint — mostly 
warm tones accented with pinks and purples.”

With a fountain as a centerpiece and flowering vines tumbling over 
the walls, Watkins’ patio is a perfect setting for art classes. “We 
use flowers from the garden and the patio itself as studies,” said 
Watkins, whose studio opens onto the patio.

The walls of her spacious studio are lined with her artwork, and 
there is ample room for storing materials, finished paintings, prints 
and her line of flower-themed greeting cards and stationery as well 
as for putting paint to paper.

Her fondness for early California architecture is reflected in her 
paintings of many of the original Rancho Santa Fe buildings de-
signed by architect   Rice.







Diane Smith
Poster artist

Artists’ Studio and Garden Tour
Saturday, May 10th, 1997

Quail Botanical Gardens Art Fair 10:00 to 4:00
Artist displays and demonstrations, music, tours, food and other fun family events.

Sunday, May 11th
Self-Guided Artists’ Studio Tour  9:00 to 4:00
Meet with 9 north county artists (from Encinitas to Del Mar) in their working environments and tour their lovely 
gardens. Featured artists: Suzette Amon, Charlene Bonney, Cyndy Brenneman, Cathy Breslaw, Joan Grine, Irina 
Gronborg, Tome Shannon, Diane Smith, Betty Sturdevan, and Pat Watkins.

$10.00 Tickets on sale at Quail Gardens, Off Track Gallery, Rhino Art, Carlsbad Village Faire Gallery and at the 
event.


